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BRIMFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING TUESDAY 6/26/2012 @ 7:30 PM
Members Present: Ian Lynch, Roger deBruyn, Joe Collins, Lee Goodspeed, Matt Toth
Meeting Opens: 7:44 PM – Ian Lynch
7:44 PM NOI: DEP #117-0320 Brimfield Highway – East Hill Road
Zach Lemieux, of the Brimfield Highway Department, attended the hearing to propose a plan for the replacement of culverts and the paving of East Hill Rd.  
The DEP provided several concerns about the project, including:

1. Culverts that are out of jurisdiction do not require a filling, specifically those with no hydrological connects and those that are out of the wetlands

2. 401 Clean Water Certification may be needed for the stream crossings since stream crossing standards are not considered in the application.  If needed, the highway department must follow the Army Corps regulations to bring the culverts up to current stream crossing standards.

As of now, Zach believes three are in jurisdiction and three are not.  He will speak with Tim McKenna from the DEP tomorrow about their concerns.  Specifically, if the new stream crossing standards need to be met, what would he need to do to be in compliance?

Brimfield Highway Department may begin work in the meantime, before the permit is issued, as long as they remain out of the jurisdictional resource areas.

A site visit will be conducted on Saturday June 30, 2012 at 8:30 AM at the bridge at the bottom of East Hill Rd to verify the wetlands on the site, to determine which streams crossings are protectable, and what requirements are needed to meet the stream crossing standards.  Due to the time restrictions involved for completing the process, a special meeting will occur after the site visit at 9: 30 AM to issue and sign the Orders of Conditions (OOC) pending conversations with the DEP
Motion made by Matt Toth at 8:42 PM to continue the hearing to Saturday June 30, 2012 at 9:30 AM Motion seconded by Joe Collins
No further discussion – vote taken – 5 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
8:44 PM Violation: Enforcement Order Dave Mayo – 10 Shaw Rd 
A site visit was conducted on Saturday January 14, 2012.  At this time Mr. Mayo was ordered to stop work immediately, file an NOI and restoration plan or the commission would issue an Enforcement Order.  It was recommended that Mr. Mayo hire an environmental engineer or consultant.  Mr. Mayo hired Mark Farrell of Green Hill Engineering.

An Enforcement Order was issued to Mr. Mayo on June 12, 2012.  Mr. Mayo had constructed a path through a significant amount of wetlands bordering Little Alum Lake, crossed and filled at least three streams and removed sand from the lake in order to build and gain access to a boat ramp/launch into the lake. The EO was to immediately cease and desist from any further activity, and appear before the Conservation Commission at tonight’s meeting. 
Mr. Mayo has stabilized the site and removed the rocks and stream crossings.  He will be completing a Notice of Intent (NOI) that is in compliance with the WPA and its regulations to be submitted to BCC no later than Wednesday, July 11, 2012.  This NOI will evaluate the options Mr. Mayo has for constructing a path for river access and a potential dock on the lake.  Failure to submit a completed NOI would require full restoration of the site.
A site visit will be conducted on Saturday July 7, 2012 at 9:00 AM at 10 Shaw Road to determine the extent of site restoration
9:00 PM Public Hearing NOI: DEP # 117-0319 Dept. Conservation & Recreation – Dean Pond
Tom Flannery, from DCR, attended tonight’s meeting with representative Erika Haug, from Aquatic Control Technologies, to discuss the proposed re-opening of Dean Pond recreation area and the lake management needed to open the waters for swimming.
Currently, the beach at Dean Pond is in need of repair.  DCR will mow the grass and weeds, lay a top coat then fill the beach in with a new coat of beach sand.  The pond itself is on average 10’ deep, with a lack of organic materials.  The waters are tannic and the pond is filled with aquatic species such as milfoil, a non-native lake species.  Mechanical removal is not possible.  Dredging will result in further break up of plant matter; spreading it around the lake causing more growth and further infestation. There is also a significant algae bloom that will require an algaecide treatment as well.

Herbicides are the best option for use at the current time. Diquat, a plant specific herbicide, will be sued on the milfoil blooms.  The milfoil almost instantaneously absorbs the diquat, rendering the chemical inactive.  This particular chemical was chosen for that property, meaning the herbicide will not spread to areas not designated for treatment.  If any other chemicals are to be used DCR will supply BCC with the relevant information on the chemical, including health & safety information.

The last concern addresses was the impacts of the herbicides on the Fiske Mill Stream, a designated cold water fishery.  Due to the nature of diquat, it will not spread to the Stream.  A fish kill could happen with treatment or without treatment.  If the plant matter continues to grow and the alga decomposes, it will decrease the amount of oxygen in the pond resulting in a fish kill.
Conditions discussed were as follows:

1. Prior to the commencement of any herbicide or algaecide application at the pond, the applicant shall notify the Brimfield Conservation Commission seventy-two (72) hours prior to application.  The Conservation Commissioners or agent has the right to be present for such applications.

2. The pond will be closed for the day during any and all herbicide and/or algaecide applications and a water quality check will be performed to confirm the water quality is at an acceptable level for swimming.

3. The Brimfield Conservation Commission reserves the right to impose additional conditions on portions of this project at any time, and to mitigate any impacts which could result from site erosion, or any noticeable degradation of surface water quality discharging from the pond, especially to Fiske Mill Stream, a designated cold water fishery.

4. With respect to all conditions, the Conservation Commission designates the Conservation Administrator, or Assistant, as consultant to the Commission, as its agent with full powers to act on its behalf in administering and enforcing this Order.

5. A yearly annual report shall be filed with the conservation commission by May 1st of each, year starting with 2013 and ending in 2017, prior to park opening for the season.  The report shall consist of what herbicides are to be used, information on the herbicides to be used, anticipated application dates, water quality reports and relevant mitigation measures.

6.
If the water quality in the post-application samples differs significantly from the pre-application quality, the applicant shall meet with the Conservation Commission to determine what additional measures should be implemented to restore water quality to its pre-treated condition.

It was requested by DCR that BCC issue a five (5) year order of conditions for Lake Management.  The process will most likely be a split application and weather dependant.  Water quality will be checked for bacteria and clarity and results will be submitted to BCC.  The pond is still close to swimming and will continue to be until the water is treated and water quality is at an acceptable level for swimming.
Motion made by Lee Goodspeed at 9:54 PM to close the hearing and issue the OOC

Motion seconded by Joe Collins

No further discussion – vote taken – 5 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

10:02 PM Sign Payroll   

Motion made by Joe to sign payable voucher for Angela Panaccione in the amount of $535.50 for 34 hours from account 01-0171-5114 and from account 14-0171-4382 for the pay period of 6/17/2012 to 6/30/2012.  

Motion seconded by Roger deBruyn
No further discussion – vote taken – 5 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
10:08 PM Complaint: 68 St. Claire Road – Forest Cutting Certification
BCC received several different complaints from several different residents this week about a logging operation at 68 St. Clair Road.  Logging is occurring right up to a brook, with no filter strip in an area not designated on the plan for harvest.  The logging is also occurring in the required 50’ filter strip.  Angela will contact Carmine Angelonie from DCR to conduct a site visit and possible issue a stop work order.   There is a Forest Cutting Plan, though we do not have a copy of the approved one from DCR.
Meeting adjourned 10:30 PM 
Motion made by Matt Toth to adjourn at 10:30 PM

Motion was seconded by Joe Collins

No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

Sincerely Submitted

Angela Panaccione, BCC Assist.
Salisbury Annex Bld.
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